EXHALL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Council Meeting held on 15th September 2025 6.45pm
In attendance – Cllrs Read (Chairman) Buxton, Miller and White - Clerk Karen Parnell 
WCC Cllr James Norris - Seven members of the public were present. 
1. Apologies
Cllr Adrian Harvey 
2. Declaration of interest on items on the Agenda
None
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting of 14th July  2025
Agreed as a true record and signed as such by the chairman
4. Public participation – to receive any questions from the public (15 minutes maximum). 
Sewage on the road was discussed. SDC Cllr Lauren Stanley and WCC will be asked to assist with progress regarding Severn Trent.
Solar Panels on the village hall roof are a consideration and costs will be sought.

Refurbishment of the phone box was discussed and quotes will be obtained.

Possible erection of a tractor shed was noted.

5. District Councillor’s report: 
Lauren Stanley was not present – No report
6. County Councillor’s report:

Cllr James Norris WCC: 
Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)
Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) refers to the restructuring of local authority

systems, with the Government aiming to move away from the current two-tier model of

district and county councils. In Warwickshire, this affects Warwickshire County Council

and the five district and borough councils. The Government has suggested that most

new councils will serve populations of 500,000 or more, though exceptions may be

made based on local circumstances and devolution priorities. Decisions will be made

on a case-by-case basis.

Warwickshire currently operates across four tiers of local government: parish and town

councils, district/borough councils, the county council, and combined authorities.

Parish and town councils form the first tier. As LGR progresses, parish councils may see

changes in how they interact with higher-tier authorities, particularly if district councils

are merged or replaced.

The fourth tier is that of combined authorities. A combined – or strategic – authority is a

legal body that enables a group of two or more councils to collaborate and take

collective decisions across council boundaries. They cover issues that require strategic

oversight of the entire region and have responsibilities, and funding, to deliver economic

development, strategic planning and transport, adult education, local growth plans and

other functions.

Current Portfolio Holders

The Council’s new cabinet was finalised on 22 July. Please let me know if you need any councillor’s contact details.

Cllr George Finch (Reform UK) - Leader and Cabinet Member for Children & Families

Cllr Anne-Marie Sonko (Reform UK) - Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care & Health

Cllr Stephen Shaw (Reform UK) – Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Finance

and Property Cllr Wayne Briggs (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Education

Cllr Jennifer Warren (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Transport and Planning

Cllr Michael Bannister (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Customer and Localities

Cllr Dale Bridgewater (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Fire and Rescue and

Community Safety

Cllr Darren Cheshire (Reform UK) - Cabinet Member for Environment, Heritage and

Culture  Cllr Rob Howard (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Economy

Councillors’ Grant Fund Round 2

Round 2 of Warwickshire County Council’s Councillors’ Grant Fund for 2025–26 will

open soon. I have funds remaining to support small local projects. Please let me know if there are any projects in the parish which might be suitable.
Budget Consultation

Warwickshire County Council is inviting residents to share their views on budget

priorities for the 2026/27 financial year. The Council is facing significant financial

pressures due to rising costs and increasing demand for essential services such as

education, adult and children’s social care, and support for those with Special

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). These challenges mean difficult decisions

are needed to maintain a balanced budget while continuing to deliver vital services.

The consultation seeks public input on which services matter most and invites

suggestions for potential savings or efficiencies. Feedback from this consultation will

help shape budget proposals ahead of the full Council meeting on 5 February 2026,

where final decisions—including Council Tax levels—will be agreed.
7. Village Maintenance 
Pot holes have been reported for action.  Drainage matters are being progressed.
In Exhall, we have a section of very overgrown hedge row. It has overgrown into the road by at least 800mm.

 

The Hedge row is opposite the properties Field Side and Orchard Rise causing three serious issues;

1. An already narrow road is being reduced further.

2. This narrowing is forcing larger road users (tractors, horse trucks/ trailers etc) to errode the embankment opposite. So much so, the once partial obscured drain is now in the road and a pot hole has formed next to it.

3. The most important is the totally obscured road warning sign! This is a red triangular warning sign for horses. As you approach the stables. The sign is a good 600mm into the hedge row.

Reported to WCC for action

8. Planning
Application(s) reference: 25/01861/TREE

Proposed : Proposed construction works within the tree root protection

zone. Works associated with erection of detached outbuilding and laying of a hard

surface driveway, approved under 25/01174/LDP. Works to be undertaken in

accordance with submitted Tree Aware UK Ltd, Tree Protection Arboricultural

Method Statement, report dated April 2025 and Tree Protection Plan drawing no.

80422-3-02 Rev 0

At : Exhall Court, Exhall, Alcester, B49 6EA

For : Mr And Mrs Marius Jordan – No representation
SWLP responses have been collated and a possible development in Binton noted.
Cllr White will request the involvement of SDC Cllr Lauren Stanley and SDC Leader Susan Juned.

9. Payments
           Clerks Salary/Expenses £ 400.00 
           Receipt

           Precept 50% £ 1900.00
10. To set the precept for 2026/27
After some discussion proposed by Cllr Read, seconded by Cllr Miller and agreed at 
£ 4400.00 – A slight increase to enable projects and donations.

11. Future meeting dates

The Council suggested to meet henceforth on 23rd February, 18th May, 13th July and 

14th September 2026 at 6.45pm

12. Exchange of information
       Not required
13. Date of next meeting.       
23rd February at 6.45pm                
                                                  Meeting closed 7.15pm                                                                     
