EXHALL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Council Meeting held on 14th July 2025 6.45pm
In attendance – Cllrs Harvey (Chairman), Miller and Read - Clerk Karen Parnell 
SDC District Councillor Lauren Stanley – One member of the public was present. 
1. Apologies
WCC County Councillor James Norris
2. Declaration of interest on items on the Agenda
None

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting of 19th  May 2025
The minutes were approved as a true record and duly signed as such by the chairman.

4. Public participation – to receive any questions from the public (15 minutes maximum). 
The Chairman encouraged the public to report any incidents using ‘Report It’ on the WCC website.

WCC Cllr Norris will be asked for help regarding involving Severn Trent action as the substation does not have enough capacity.  Sewers need improving and pipes need widening to cope.  A survey of the drains is expected in due course.

5. County Councillor’s report – Cllr James Norris:
Warwickshire County Council report June 2025, Cllr James Norris (Alcester and

villages)

Leadership Changes

Councillor Rob Howard (Reform UK) has stepped down as Leader of Warwickshire

County Council after 41 days in the role, citing health reasons. Cllr George Finch (also

Reform), aged 18 and representing Bedworth Central, has stepped in as Interim Leader.

Cllr Finch has not ruled out standing for the leadership role permanently. We expect a

new leader of the Council to be elected at the next Full Council meeting on 22 July.

Current Portfolio Holders

The Council’s cabinet was finalised on 10 June. Please let me know if you need any

councillor’s contact details. We do not know whether Cllr Howard’s resignation will lead

to any further changes to the makeup of the cabinet.

Cllr Rob Howard (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Economy

Cllr George Finch (Reform UK) - Cabinet Member for Children & Families

Cllr Anne-Marie Sonko (Reform UK) - Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care & Health

Cllr Stephen Shaw (Reform UK) - Cabinet Member for Finance and Property

Cllr Wayne Briggs (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Education

Cllr Nigel Golby (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Transport and Planning

Cllr Michael Bannister (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Customer and Transformation

Cllr Dale Bridgewater (Reform UK) – Cabinet Member for Fire and Rescue and

Community Safety

Cllr Darren Cheshire (Reform UK) - Cabinet Member for Environment, Heritage and

Culture

Committee Appointments

I’ve been appointed to the Children & Young People Overview and Scrutiny

Committee. This committee oversees services including education, youth support,

child protection, and social care. I’ll be working to ensure these vital services meet the

needs of children, young people, and families across the county.

At my first committee hearing of 24 June, I questioned officers and cabinet members

about SEND provision in the County and delays in providing support to young people.

The story was picked up in the local press. You can read the article at

https://tinyurl.com/5n3zyzms 
I’ve also joined the Corporate Parenting Panel, which focuses on supporting children

and young people in care, as well as care leavers. The panel brings councillors and

partner organisations together to help improve the services and support available to

them.

Attending the Alcester Schools Traffic Summit

On Friday 13th June, I attended the Alcester Schools Traffic Summit at Alcester

Academy, chaired by Manuela Perteghella MP. Representatives from local schools—

including Alcester Grammar, St Nicholas’ Primary, The Fortitude School, and Alcester

Academy—shared the traffic and access challenges they face.

We discussed common issues such as congestion, pedestrian safety, and school-run

pressures, and explored practical solutions and opportunities for working together.

Councillors’ Grant Fund Now Open – Apply by 20 July

Round 1 of Warwickshire County Council’s Councillors’ Grant Fund for 2025–26 is now

open. I have £8,000 to support small local projects that make a difference in my area.

Please let me know if there are any projects in the parish which might be suitable.

What the funding can support:

• Improving local spaces and community buildings

• Helping people access services

• Supporting mental and physical health

• Tackling loneliness and isolation

• Promoting equality and inclusion

• Boosting financial skills

• Protecting the local environment
6. District Councillor’s report - Cllr Lauren Stanley:

Evening all, it’s been a bust month or so for me since I last saw you both personally and professionally. I’ve recently been employed into a new job, its full time and currently figuring out my work/life balance, so whilst I am getting used to my new normal please do just bear with me.

You may have already seen but Stratford District has appointed a new Town and Parish Liaison Officer Sue Greenall. Sue is now in place to be your direct point of contact to connect you to key service contacts, arrange any training and development requirements relevant to SDC services, helping to enhance parish and town council web pages and helping make more connections through partner agencies such as WALC. Sue’s contact details should you want them email: sue.greenall@stratford-dc.gov.uk or phone: 07756 504782.

 

SDC still have screening events across the district. The tests on offer are £14 each and are for men over 40 – prostate screening and for men and women aged over 18 for diabetes and cholesterol. The next set of sessions are as follows:

• Saturday 12 July at Southam Leisure Centre, Welsh Road West, Southam, CV47 0JW

• Saturday 2 August at The Greig Leisure Centre, Kinwarton Road, Alcester, B49 6AD

• Saturday 13 September at Stratford Leisure Centre, Bridgeway, Stratford, CV37 6YX

• Saturday 11 October at Shipston Scout Hut, New Street, Shipston-on-Stour, CV36 4EW

For more information please visit https://sdc.mypsatests.org.uk or call 01926 419959 or email info@myhealthtests.org.uk
 

Stratford District Council’s Community Safety team are promoting the use of a free, personal safety app designed to protect victims from violence and incidents, record evidence and alert emergency services. It’s called Hollie Guard - Hollie Guard turns your smartphone into an advanced personal safety device at the touch of a button. If in danger simply shake your phone to generate an alert, your location, audio and video evidence of the incident will automatically be sent to your emergency contact via text and email. Shake it again and it sends out a high pitched alarm and the flash starts to strobe, in order to attract maximum attention.

7. Village Maintenance

Drainage and flooding matters are being progressed with WCC.

An overgrown ‘Horses’ sign will be reported to WCC and the road eroded by cars avoiding the foliage covering it also reported to WCC for action.

8. Planning
Application(s) reference: 25/01394/FUL

Proposed : Alterations to Existing Dwelling and New Porch. Demolish section of External

Wall to provide additional floor area.

At : The Coach House, Exhall Court, Exhall, Alcester B49 6EA

For : Mrs And Mrs G Lago
Application(s) reference: 25/01069/FUL

Proposed : Erection of stable block and creation of parking area.

At : Little Britain Farm, Ardens Grafton, Alcester, B49 6DU

For : Mr Nick Moberley
Application(s) reference: 25/01500/LBC

Proposed : Internal studwork partition within first floor bedroom to create

ensuite shower room, together with reduction in adjacent window, to match

existing, all within existing modern extension to rear of existing dewlling.

At : St Giles House, Exhall, Alcester, B49 6EA

For : Mr And Mrs Christopher Smith
Application(s) reference: 25/01381/FUL

Proposed : Proposed extension to side and rear of existing dwelling.

Together with external associated works. (Resubmission of 24/02480/FUL).

At : 2 Swedish House, Exhall, Alcester, B49 6EA

For : Mr Ulief Burton
9. Payments
Clerks Salary and Expenses £ 400.00
Receipts
Precept 50% £ 1900.00
10. Correspondence

None

11. Date of next meeting.       
15th September 2025 at 6.45pm – The precept for 2026/27 and future meeting dates will be decided.
Meeting closed 7.05pm                                  

